OHIO ACADEMY OF
FAMILY PHYSICIANS

{

Funding for
Family
Medicine is
Critical.
Here is Why:

e The Family Medicine
Line provides much
needed funding to
help educate and
produce family
physicians — family
physicians that
provide patients
with a personal
medical home and
high quality, cost
effective care.

e The Family Medicine
Line helps train
family physicians
who locate in areas
with need; family
physicians tend to
distribute
themselves to rural
and inner city areas
in larger numbers
than do physicians in
other specialties.

¢ The Family Medicine
Line helps produce
family physicians
who emphasize
disease prevention
and health
maintenance in
addition to treating
illness (decreasing
healthcare costs
by preventing and
correcting health
issues early before
they are more
serious and
expensive to treat).

e The Family Medicine
Line trains the family
physicians who
Medicare and
Medicaid patients
rely upon for their
care.

Now

Support Funding Family Medicine Line

The future health of Ohio depends upon us providing more dollars to this important cause.

Why Family Medicine Line is Important

A severe shortage of family physicians is predicted in the next 10-20 years. Ensuring
that Ohio has an adequate supply of family physicians is essential to keeping Ohio’s
workforce healthy and productive because:

Family physicians detect and treat health issues early before they become serious
illnesses that are much more expensive to treat.

In markets where family and primary care physicians provide the majority of care,
patients are healthier and costs are lower.

Populations with a high primary care physician-to-sub-specialist ratio result in lower
mortality rates and lower costs.

Family Physicians Care for Ohio

Regardless of the patient’s geographic location, age, gender, health status or income
level, family physicians care for the people of Ohio.

Family physicians account for 12 percent of the physician labor force but treat almost
one out of every four patients visiting a physician’s office.

Twenty-one percent of the U.S. population lives in a rural setting, which is where 24
percent of family physicians choose to practice.

Family physicians care for Medicare patients — of people age 65 and older, 60
percent identified a family physician as their provider.

Family physicians care for Medicaid patients — even with extremely inadequate
reimbursement, 76.9 percent of family physicians still treat Medicaid patients.

Family physicians care for 65.8 percent of all patients with hypertension, 63.3
percent of all patients with diabetes, 57.8 percent of all patients with asthma and
55.9 percent of all patients with heart disease.

Primary Care Physicians in Health Professional Shortage Areas

If Family Physicians were Eliminated

2002 County Primary Care HPSA Status
After Withdrawal

I HPse/Becomes Full HPSA

7 Remains Partial HPSA
| not aHPsA
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